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ANTi THEFT LOCKING DEVICE 



Field of the invention 

This invention relates to a locking devi:e, and more partiojiarly to an 
improved locking device for vehicles. 

5 Background of the invention 

Over the years, one of the most persisteni problems encountennJ in owning 
a vehicle, such as a motor vehicle, has been iho vulnerability of the vehicle to 
theft 

Numerous solutions to this problem havs been proposed in the form of 
10 various anti-theft devices. Such anti-theft devoss include vehicle immobiliser 
whk:h, when in operation prevent ignition of e engine of the vehicle, vehicle 
alarms, which when triggered sound an alarm to alert persons in the vicinity that 
the vehicle has been broken into and, anti-thePt locking devices wIVich prevent 
turning of the steering wheel of the vehicle. 

15 Many of the known anti-theft devices ^ave proven to t>e ineffective in 

stopping thieves from steeling vehicles. Tecfnotogy today allows: thieves to 
bypass vehicle alarms and immobilisers and, i;nawn vehicle steering locks are 
able to be broken or sawed through and emoved by the thief to allow 
unintenrupted movement of the steering wheel to a low theft of the vehicle. 

20 United States patent no. 3990280 disdofei; an anti-theft device consisting 

of a hook that wraps around the brake lever anc a chain extending from the hook 
to a column-type gear shift lever. A padlock links tl le chain to the gear shift lever. 

While this anti-theft device immobilises ii^i brake pedal, the column-type 
gear shift lever is not immobilised as there tyj: ically is enough fre€> play in the 
25 chain and hook to penmit radial movement of tic: gear shift lever relative to the 
steering column. Moreover, unless the anti-thei device is threaded through the 
vehicle dashboard, the chain will loop undemertTi the dashboard from the brake 
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pedal to the gear shift lever. As such gear shift te^eTs are shifted radially about the 
steering column toward the floor of the vehicle :o shift the vehicle into gear, the 
distance between the gear shift lever and pedal s reduced by this movement and 
would, therefore, provide enough slack in the d a h to unhook the hook from the 
5 brake pedal and enable operation of the gear shil t lever and brake pedal. 

Accordingly, it is desirable to provide ar improved locking device which 
alleviates or overcomes one or more disadvanlatjes of known vehide anti theft 
devk^es. 

Summary of the invention 

10 According to one aspect of the present in\ eiition there is provided a locking 

device comprising: 

a pedal attachment member havn?) a first end adapted to be 
attached to a pedal of a vehide: 

a flexible chain or cable means itiached to a second end of the 
1 5 pedal attachment member; 

a locking means; 

wherein in operatton of the locking device h the pedal attachment means is 
attached to a pedal of the vehide and the flexible cixam or cable means is secured 
to the steering wheel by the locking means to itnmobilise the steerini]} wheel and 
20 pedal and to prevent relative movement therebet Mnen, 

Wrapping the chain or cable means tightl/ about the steering wheel of the 
vehicle ensures that any free play in the chain is not suffident to enable operation 
of the pedal or steering wheel. That is, mover i€;nt of the pedal to operate the 
vehide typically involves movement of the ped )l away from the steering wheel. 
25 The k>cking device restricts movement of thi> pedal beyond that movement 
permitted by free play in the chain. Moreover, //hlle the steering wtieel may be 
rotated to a degree, the distance between the s earing wheel and pejal does not 
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diminish, so that further free play cannot arise. A ccordingly, the locldng device will 
prevent movement of the pedal and steering wheel such that the; vehicle is 
rendered inoperative. 

In the preferred embodiment, the chain o <:ab\e means is wrapped tightly 
5 around the steering wheel of the vehicle and the cliain or cable meams is secured 
to itself by the locking means. 

The first end of the pedal attachment member is preferably fonr^ed in the 
shape of a hook which is adapted to hook onto one of the pedals, e.g. i:he clutch or 
brake pedal of a vehicle. The pedal attachmeni raember preferably ix)mpri$e$ a 
10 rod of high strength metal, although other high sti ength materials may do used. 

In a prefen^ed embodiment, the pedal a^tschment memt)er, the chain or 
cable means and the tocking means are consta oi ed of a high tensilcj material to 
resist cutting by bolt-cutters, a hacksaw or the lice. 

The flexible chain or cable means is prefe ably a metal chain, v^'hich can be 
1 5 formed into a loop with the locking means securir g two links of the chain together. 

Preferably, the locking means is a padlcndc. Still preferably, the locking 
device is an "anti pick" lock. 

A second aspect of the invention provi:l<$s a method for installing the 
locking device according to the first aspect, the n ethod including the s^teps of: 

20 attaching the pedal attachment member tc the pedal of the vehide; 

wrapping the flexible chain or cable mean:; around the steering wheel; and 

securing the chain or cable means to tie steering wheel such that the 
steering wheel and pedal are immobilised and that relative movement 
therebetween Is prevented. 
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In a third aspect the invention provides t locking device according to the 
first aspect, wherein the pedal attachment mear s is attadied to the pedal of the 
vehicle and the flexible chain or cable means is si^cured to the steering wheel to 
immobilise the steering wheel and pedal anc to prevent relative movement 
5 therebetween. 

Brief description of the drawings 

A prefen-ed embodiment of the present in/c-ntion will now be described, by 
way of example only» with reference to the accon ipanying drawings in which: 

Figure 1 is a side view of a locking device n accordance with tho invention: 

10 Figure 2 is a front view of the locking devic e of figure one; and 

Figure 3 is a perspective view of the lockir g device in use In a vehicle. 

Description of the preferred embodiment 

The locking device 1 shown in Figure ' comprises a pedal attachment 
memt)er in the forni of a metal rod 2 having a firs t i^nd 4 adapted to foTn a hook 3, 
15 a chain attachment means 5 in the form of a rin 3 at its second end 6, and a chain 
7. 

As shown in Figure 1, a link at one end o ' the chain 7 is attsiched to the 
attachment means 5 of the second end 6 of the rDcl 2. 

As shown in Figure 2, the chain 7 may be fc»rmed into a loop 9 and secured 
20 to itself by locking means 8. The locking mea \t 8 preferably comprises a high 
tensile padlock with the U-shaped locking member extending throug^l links of the 
chain 7. 

Figure 3 shows the locking device 1 in use in a vehicle. The hook 3 is 
secured to a pedal 10 of the vehicle and the cliain 7 is pulled tightly around 
25 steering wheel 1 1 and secured to itself by the loc king means 8. When attached in 
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this manner, the pedal 10 and the steering wheel 1 1 are inoperable by virtue of the 
fact that they are immobilised and they cannot mcvs relative to each other. T 

One of the disadvantages of cun-ent steeiing wheel locking devices is that 
thieves can bolt cut or saw through the lockinc device and remove the locking 
5 device. In order to avoid this, the chain 7. the ro i 2 and the locking means 8 may 
be formed of a high tensile material, such as high tonsile steel. 

The locking device 1 is installed by attaching the hook 3 to a pedal 10 and 
securing the chain 7 to the steering wheel 1 1 . Tl \ki is be done either by an^nging 
the padlock 8 to enclose part of the steering whi^l 1 1 and one link in the chain 7 
10 to prevent relative movement between the st jeering wheel 11 ancJ pedal 10. 
Alternatively, as shown in Figure 3, the chain 7 is wrapped tightly around the 
steering wheel 11 and secured to itself by an'aiiging the padlock to enclose two 
links of the chain such that relative movement bof.veen the steering wtieel 1 1 and 
pedal 10 is prevented. 

15 It will be understood that the invention disdosed and defined in this 

specification extends to all alternative combi )^.tk)ns of two or nore of the 
individual features mentioned or evident from t ie text or drawings. All of these 
different combinattons constitute various altemat v^s aspects of the invention. 

It will also be understood that the term "comprises" (or its grammatical 
20 variants) as used in this specification Is equivalent to the term "includes" and 
should not be taken as excluding the presence o e ther elements or features. 

Reference to any prior art in the specificat oi is not, and should not betaken 
as, an acknowledgement or any form of suggest on that this prior art forms part of 
the common general knowledge in Australia. 
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